Clouds
Book of Job and I Kings 18
The setting for the Book of Job is chronicled in its first two chapters.  It presents many valuable lessons and insights into God’s purposes and dealings with His children through troubles that befall us all in the human experience.
As soon as Job’s plight became common knowledge three of his friends “made an appointment to come and mourn with him and comfort him.”  [Job 2:ll]

The further you read the account of the exchanges between Job and his friends, it becomes increasingly apparent that the content of their conversations were more caustically critical than constructively comforting. All of which has inspired the familiar sarcastic epithet, “Job’s Comforters.”  

A younger, fairer and more constructive participant than Eliphaz the Timanite, Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite, was Elihu.  The importance of his discourse is indicated by the fact that a full six chapters is devoted to it.

Avoiding some of the nostrums of his elders which Job dismissed with the cryptic 
comment “Miserable comforters are ye all.”  [Job 16:1]  Elihu’s discourse focused



upon God – His purposes and His greatness.

In verse 26 of the 36th chapter, he states a wonderful truth – as grand as it is obvious – “Behold, God is 
great.” In verse 14 of the following chapter he mentions “the wondrous works of God”.  He is in effect saying to Job, “you may not be able to understand why the Lord has allowed all of the trouble, heartache and sorrow which has come upon you . . . you may not be able to discern His purpose in it all . . . . BUT back off and get a strong objective view – not of your outward circumstances – but, rather, of God Himself.”

“Harken unto this, O Job; stand still, and consider the wondrous works of God.”











 [Job 37:14]

In the context of his remarks he used a most unlikely illustration of the greatness, the goodness and the providence of God.  He spoke of clouds, of all things!  If we had been in Elihu’s shoes we never would spoken of such an ordinary, common everyday part of the physical world around us – that of clouds.  

Elihu, though young in years, was a philosopher and a spiritual one at that.  His philosophy was rooted and focused in the source of all true wisdom – the Creator Himself.  He could see the handiwork of God and the signature of the Almighty in all of His creation.  He was a kindred spirit with the psalmist who saw in the firmament of the heavens the physical expression of the glory of God.  He saw it in the trees, leafs and flowers.  Among the other things of nature he saw the “wondrous works of God” in the CLOUDS!
Elihu put a thought provoking question to Job . . . . . in chapter 37, verse 16 of Job – he asked,
“Dost thou know the balancing of the clouds?”  The answer to this precipitates another question namely, what is the function and purpose of clouds?


Any grade school child can readily give the answer.  The purpose of clouds is to


      
bring rain!  Not very profound but very true. 

A further question arises, “Who controls the clouds?”  A meteorologist would respond with an explanation based on the factual observations of science and would be 100% correct – as far as his knowledge allows.  But he could not with his grasp of natural laws give a satisfactory answer to the question of WHO controls the CLOUDS.  


It is the One who ordained and set in motion those natural laws of which the                
meteorologist 
speaks. The wisdom of the spirit ascribes the ownership of the 

clouds and what they produce to Almighty God.  The Lord Jesus said in reference                       
to the rain that it is God’s property, it belongs to Him - “He maketh the sun to                           
rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and the unjust.”

[Matthew 5:45]  The rain is His because the clouds are His – He controls them.

Elihu expressed it in this way . . . . . . . . . .  “the balancing of the clouds.”
“The balancing of the clouds” is a thought-provoking expression.  What does it imply?  The context of Elihu’s discourse makes it clear.  There are 2 parts to the clouds – perfectly and with exquisite wisdom balanced.  Verse 6 of chapter 37 gives the clue.  “The small rain and the great rain.”  Verse 27 and 28 of 

chapter 36 says:


“He maketh small the drops of water; they pour rain according to their vapor, which


 the clouds do drop and distill upon man abundantly.”

There are two kinds of rain.  There is the gentle rain that descends in just the right consistency and force 
to bless and nurture the growing things including the most fragile flowers.  Its effect is refreshing and reviving and in the process the tenderest little plants seem to lift their delicate heads and revel in the refreshment.

But then, there is what Elihu referred to as “the great rain”.  This is the violent outburst of nature when the clouds unleash the deluge.  There is nothing gentle or benign about this rain -“the great rain.”  The context describes it with all of its accompanying fury!  Chapter 36, verse 9 mentions the “spreading of the clouds”.  This is the phenomenon described on that cloudless day when the prophet Elijah warned King Ahab there would be a great deluge of rain after 3-1/2 years of drought.


First Kings, chapter 18 records how Elijah and his servant went to the top of Mt. Carmel.  


There he ordered his servant to “look toward the sea” for any sign of an approaching storm.


Not once but 6 times the servant went and reported – “There is nothing.”


However, the seventh time he returned with the message – “Behold there ariseth a little  


cloud out of the sea like a man’s hand.”  Elijah had no sooner sent his servant to tell 


Ahab to get his chariot and return to Jezreel because the storm was about to break, that 


the “heavens became black with clouds and wind and there was a great rain”.
Elihu gave a perfect description of the development of a violent storm.


First, the “spreading of the clouds” [Job 36:29 and I Kings 18:45]


Second, the bursts of lightening He spreadeth His light upon it” and 


“He directeth His lightening unto the ends of the earth”  [Job 36:36 and Job 37:30
]

which causes the mighty thundering. Job 37:4 says:  “After it (the lightening bolts) 

a voice roareth.  He thundereth marvelously with the voice of his excellency”. 

The “balancing of the clouds – the wondrous works of Him who is perfect in knowledge.”



[Job:37:16] They

[Job 37:16] they all belong to Him.  Their balancing is in His hands.  The “small” rain, the gentle    drops that distill as vapor upon the earth – it belongs to Him.  The “great” rain of His strength, the violence of the great storm before whom man is so pitifully powerless – filling the heavens
with the “spreading of the clouds” it all belongs to Him.

The fearsome flashing of His lightening seen at the speed of light and the roar of His thunderings  delayed momentarily by the speed of sound they all belong to Him.
He is their owner – His clouds, His rain, His lightening, His thunder – they are all His and under His control. All of them show forth His greatness.  All of them cry out, loudly,



“Hearken unto this, O man;




Stand still and consider the wondrous works of God.”










Job 37:14
