The Divine Drama
The Birth of the Lord Jesus Christ
The most compelling dramatic event in human history!
In the Gospel records this Divine Drama is presented from two points of view - the shepherd’s 
“And there were shepherds abiding in the field
keeping watch over their flock by night”.

                                                                                                        Luke 2:8-14

and the Wise Men.
“. . . in the days of Herod, the king, behold, there

came Wise Men from the East to Jerusalem.”
                              





        Matthew 2: 1- 1

Shepherds . . . . because of their humble occupation and unpretentious manner of life were regarded as the lowest of the low on the social ladder. . . . and yet. . . they took a leading part in the sweetest story ever told, the miracle birth of the Savior of the world.
Prophecy and Jewish tradition both predicted that Messiah would be born in Bethlehem of Judea and that He would be revealed at the tower in Bethlehem called Migdol Eder – the tower of the flock.

The flock mentioned in the second chapter of Luke, verse 8 was unique.  




All other flocks were required, by law, to be pastured a 




specified distance away from town.  Only the flock of the 


Migdol Eder were allowed to be pastured in the town environs


because -                                                                             

    


   These sheep were marked out for




   the temple sacrifices.

Inasmuch as it was their responsibility to keep watch over the flock day and night it was impossible for them to observe the strict requirements of the religious ordinances of the temple.  As a result, they were under the ban of rabbinism.

The shepherds watched over the temple flock all year round – summer and winter – even through the season of cold and stormy winter rains.

And so it was on that wintry night, in a cattle stall nearby that the Lord of Glory was born.



That night when on Judean hills



The mystic star dispensed its light



A blind man stirred within his sleep





And dreamed that he had sight.



That night when in that cattle stall




Slept child and mother cheek by jowl



A leper trembled in his sleep




And dreamed that he was whole. 








- Anonymous
On that night of nights, while those shepherds were keeping watch over that special flock, heaven and earth seemed to mingle. Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared before their dazzled eyes and the glory of the Lord enrapt them with a mantle of light.


“Lo, an angel of the Lord came upon them and the glory of 


the Lord shone round about them and they were sore afraid.” Luke 2:9

Their fear was hushed into a calm expectancy as they heard the great glad tidings of the ONE whom the godly Simeon would subsequently refer to as “the light to lighten the Gentiles - the glory of my people Israel.” (Luke 2:32)  It was the ushering in of the long-promised Messiah born according to prophetic prediction in the city of David.
The angel gave the shepherds heavenly sanction to go and see for themselves -


“Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling



clothes lying in a manger.”  - Luke 2:12 
                                                                                                                                                              Suddenly - Like a great hallelujah chorus, a multitude of the heavenly host in praise to 

      God immortalized the great response. It told, in the language of praise, the

      character, the meaning and the result of what had taken place.

Heaven took up the strains of glory . . . .earth echoed it as peace -  And it fell on the ears and hearts of men as universal good will.
 “Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace goodwill toward men.”

                                                                                                                               Luke 2:14
The anti-climax was emotionally paralyzing to those simple shepherds.  When the glory glow was gone and the angels departed, the shepherds said one to another –


“Let us now go even unto Bethlehem and see this thing which has come to pass 

which
Lord has made known to us.” – Luke 2:15
They made their way through the darkened streets until they saw the flickering light of a lamp swinging back and forth in the breeze.  It identified the sole hostelry in the little town of Bethlehem.
They carefully looked all around the inn. In the back of the stable they found two strangers of the House of David who had come from Nazareth. In a manger was the babe whose face lit up the whole scene with the shekinah glory of God.

After they had knelt in worship, the shepherds went everywhere making known what had happened on the night of nights.


The inspired record tells how – “the shepherds returned glorifying and 
praising God for all the things they had heard and seen as it was told unto them!” – Luke 2:20
Then came the Wise Men from the East.  “Where is he that is born King of the Jews?  “For we have seen his star in the East and have come to worship him.” (Matthew 2:2)

Who were these Wise Men?  The astronomers of their day – the Magi – who spent their lives in the study of the heavens, recording various phenomena.


In the advent story they followed a specific celestial phenomena                   
in the night heavens – they called it “His Star in the east.”   It was                               
different than any they had ever seen before and believed it                                              
portended the birth of the Messiah, the King of the Jews.

It was impressively awesome and they made preparations to follow it in its westward course.  The gospel record gives no further explanation other than to refer to it as “His Star”.
Centuries later, the world renowned astronomer, the great Kepler, believed it was caused by the conjunction of two planets – Jupiter and Saturn – in the constellation of Pisces.  According to the most authentic astronomical records this conjunction occurs only once in 800 years.  Records show that it took place 2 years before the birth of Christ.  On the basis of this, Kepler placed the year of His birth to be 748 A.U.C. (Anno Urbis Conditae.)  This, then, is the best estimate of the astronomical community regarding the date of Christ’s birth.  But Kepler was frank to admit that such was not in the realm of the “certain”, but in that of the “probable”.

What was this sidereal phenomenon? Was it a star? Could it be analyzed and defined by natural scientists?  Was it indeed a conjunction of planets which repeats every 800 years?  Or was it entirely unique?  Having appeared once as a sidereal phenomenon will it ever appear so again?  The answer could well be in the negative!
The verbiage in the record of Matthew 2 suggests that the “Star” referred to in verses 2, 7, 9, and 10 of the chapter was neither a physical star in space such as referred to in Genesis 1:14 – 19 on the fourth day of creation – nor was it one of those heavenly bodies mentioned in Psalm 8:3:


“When I consider the heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars


which thou hast created”.
Genesis 1 and Psalm 8 give the true definition of the universe as a truth that every true Christian embraces without question.  The “star” of Matthew’s second chapter is in no way in disagreement with the basic foundational truth that “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”
God forbid!

The “star”  of Matthew 2 is not one, or a combination of, the physical stars mentioned in the creation account, but, rather, it is to be understood as being in a different category altogether.  It was not a star or planet with a name given by men.

The “star” of Matthew was different!


The text states plainly it was “His star” – in a specific sense – His exclusively!

It was a phenomenon of heavenly origin pertaining peculiarly and primarily to

the Lord Jesus Christ!
Its appearance in the eastern night sky was sporadic and erratic defying definition by the most sophisticated of man-made telescopes.  

Verse 7 would indicate that while the Wise Men were conferring with Herod in Jerusalem it was not visible.  After the meeting with Herod it appeared again (verse 9) to guide them to the very house where the Christ child was.  Further, the town of Bethlehem was located approximately 5 or 6 miles south of Jerusalem.  The guiding star of verse 9 therefore moved from north to south.  This would be contrary to the accepted moving of stars from east to west.


Based upon this consideration, the light in the heavens guiding the Wise Men 


could not have been a star.  The conclusion is that “His Star” was not a


physical star in space like those created on the fourth day of creation as


recorded in Genesis 1:14:19 neither was it “His Star” mentioned in the 3rd verse of 



Psalm 8.
What the Wise Men followed was a special shining in the heavens which only the Wise Men saw but Herod did not.  A special shining – a phenomenon – emanating from ABOVE the stars.  
Directly from heaven for a specific purpose!  This was no mere star or conjunction of planets but the shining forth of the shekinah glory of God from the heavenly sanctuary.  

What did the Wise Men see?  A star?  No, much, much more – they saw “the glory of God shining forth! 
We who know Him as Savior have seen it . . . .




“God has shone in our hearts to give the light of the




knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus




Christ; and we have this treasure in earthen vessels.” (II Corinthians 4:6, 7)
O!  the wonder of it all!

· The wonder of the announcement of His birth to Mary

· The wonder of the testimony of the beloved physician



giving his professional corroboration that “a virgin shall


conceive.”
· The wonder of the incredible decree of Caesar Augustus                                       which caused the pair from Nazareth to go to Bethlehem


just at the precise time.
· The wonder of the invasion of the heavenly host  upon the                              silent night while shepherds watched their flock
· The wonder of the Wise Men being guided by “His Star”



and their mind boggling message that the little baby was



destined to be “King of Kings and Lord of Lords.”
· The wonder of the significance of His birth place - chosen                          only by God  - that He who was the “Bread of Heaven”    should
be born in the little town of Bethlehem, the house of bread!                                  

There is only one explanation to an honest mind – only one answer to it all!  It is wrapped up in two words - -

“Only God”!
The birth of Jesus!  What a wondrous event!
Paul wrote to his young son in the faith:






“This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all 






acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the 






world to save sinners.”  I Timothy 1:15
They looked for Him for centuries clinging to the Messianic hope.  One of them who waited for the “consolation of Israel” took the Babe in his arms and testified by the Holy Spirit:


“Lord, lettest now thou thy servant depart in peace


for mine eyes have seen thy salvation.” – Luke 2:29, 30
They looked for Him --  He came!
Let us look for Him again and know of the certainty of it for God has said:



“To them that look for Him shall He appear




the second time without sin unto salvation.”

 







Hebrews 9:28
Amen!  Even so, come, Lord Jesus!

