Ladies of the Genealogy


“The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of



Abraham. . . . . . .Jacob begot Judah and his brethren and Judah begot



Perez and Zerah of Tamar. . . . . . . Nahshon begot Salmon; Salmon begot 


Boaz of Rahab. . . . . . .
  Matthew 1:1-6
In Paul’s first letter to Timothy, verse 16, he said, “Great is the mystery of godliness:”Among other such mysteries is the inclusion of the names of
 Tamar and Rahab in the genealogical table of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Names of women such as Deborah, Hannah and the mother of king Lemuel would seem most 
acceptable but hardly such questionable candidates as these.  The rationalization is dictated by the truth that “All scripture is given by inspiration of God and is profitable . . .”  (I Timothy 3:16)
Therefore we are obliged to conclude that these names were included for a spiritual purpose. We

are confronted with the inescapable principle consistently followed in holy scripture - -  that God the Holy Spirit, the divine author, does not distort facts nor hide unsavory details so that the most prominent persons will be presented in the best possible light.  He is above being motivated by what would be considered as politically correct.  The record is always blunt, direct and based upon the naked truth and let the consequences fall where they may!
So it was with these two ladies – there was no attempt to explain why they were included .Yet, we know, that their names were there for a purpose.  While looking into this matter keep in mind why the Son of God came into this world.  Keeping in mind the great divine purpose of Christ’s advent was that He came into the world to be the Savior of sinners and the Redeemer of lost mankind.

Tamar, her story is one of sordid, surreptitious, sexual sin.  Her collaborator was none other than Judah.  Judah, the only one of the 12 sons of Jacob mentioned by name in the genealogy of Matthew one.  What an incredible story – one that would fare well to make the best seller list  in the lurid sex novels of today.

As the story unfolds Judah went to visit his friend, Hirah, an Adullamite.  While there, he met a Canaanite woman by the name of Shua.  He took her to be his wife and in the process of time three sons were born to them named Er, Onan and Shelah.

In accordance with the custom of that time, Judah chose a wife for his eldest


son, Er, who was to become the questionable heroine of our saga, Tamar
Er was such a wicked man that in Genesis 38:7 it states, “Er was wicked in the sight of the LORD; and the LORD slew him.”  Tamar’s father-in-law then exercised his patriarchal authority and induced her to marry his second son, Onan.  As Er was wicked in the sight of the LORD, so was Onan.  Verses 9 and 10 of Genesis 38 says that the LORD was displeased with his 
deviant sexual practices, “wherefore He slew him also.”  

Judah persisted in controlling the marital affairs of his daughter-in-law and convinced twice widowed Tamar to wait until his third son, Shelah, was old enough to enter into a conjugal relationship with her.  Time passed and while Tamar waited, Judah completely ignored his responsibility in the commitment he had imposed upon her.  It became obvious to her that nothing would come of it and that she was apparently destined to face a life of unfulfilled desire – the desolate fate of a childless widow.

Great frustrations and deep disappointments often spawn creativeness whether good or ill-advised.  In the hopelessness of her situation she conceived a scheme which, though illegitimate and despicable, yet would serve to satisfy the resentment in her heart and wreak vengeance on her father-in-law for his thoughtless, irresponsible treatment.

Her plan was as fiendish as it was immoral.  What could she do that would hurt him most?  What was the important thing in Judah’s life?  Nothing more than his good name – his integrity – his reputation.  Ah! That was it!  Strike at that which he most highly prized in his life.  He was one of the twelve sons of the great patriarch – once removed from the great Covenanter.  What could most effectively visit the greatest damage to him? What would sully his good name and besmirch his reputation?
So, Tamar conceived a bold plan.  Laying aside the somber dress of a widow in mourning, she donned the bizarre habiliments of a prostitute replete with the customary veiled face.  She was told that her father-in-law was going to the town of Timnah to shear sheep.  So she stationed herself in the market place of the town to stealthily wait for the approach of her prey.  When Judah came along, she affected all of the overt wiles that a prostitute uses to lure their victims.
Judah yielded to her flirtations and soon followed her like a lamb to the slaughter into the harlot’s den where she seduced him.


How could he fall into such a trap?  He was Judah, the fourth son of Jacob – destined to 
be one of the heads of the twelve tribes of Israel!  He, through whose blood line would 


flow the messianic promise of Shiloh and the scepter, a victim of the harlot’s wiles!


How could it be?  Not that such a thing was not possible even in the best of men.  In the


very act he was illustrating the truth that even Paul knew experientially and expressed it


in Romans 7:18 – “For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing. . .”
For her favors he promised her a fee in the form of a kid of his flock and upon Tamar’s insistence

gave her a token of his signet ring and staff – personal possessions that would be identified unquestionably as belonging to him.  The bargain having been agreed upon, Judah went his way.
Judah made good on his pledge and sent the promised kid to the nameless harlot – delivering it to the place of their clandestine rendezvous only to find that the harlot seemed to have vanished from the face of the earth.  Search for her proved fruitless – she was nowhere to be found!

After her illicit happening, Tamar reverted to her real identity, disposing of the 

garments of harlotry in exchange for the dress of the mourning widow.  Three        
months went by and it became public gossip that she had played the part of an      
adulteress and was expecting the birth of a child out of wedlock.  The indulgence   

of wild sexual pleasure had serious implications for both parties involved in the    
shameful act.  She had conceived and a baby was to be born!

The shocking news was conveyed to Judah for his judgment.  With unabashed hypocrisy, he decreed the penalty fully warranted by the law.


Notwithstanding the fact that she was his daughter-in-law twice over and had          
shared the marriage bed with his two worthless sons, his judgment was harsh 

and adamant.  After all, should not he of all people uphold the law and take his 


responsibility as leader of the community to uphold the cause of righteousness?

In the eyes of the people he was recognized as the paragon of religious integrity.


There was no course open to him – no other alternative – the woman was guilty!


She must die!
“He that is without sin . . . . let him cast the first stone. . .”  (John 8:7)
Little did anyone realize that when he condemned her he was only condemning himself!  At the critical moment, Tamar brought out the tokens of adultery – the signet ring and the staff.  Judah immediately recognized them as his and realizing his hidden sin had been discovered, cried,
“She hath been more righteous than I.”  (Genesis 38:26)  The charge against Tamar was withdrawn!

There remained one more surprising development in the bizarre story.  She carried twins in her womb and when the first one came forth the midwife tied a scarlet ribbon around the infant’s wrist.  The hand of the newborn retracted into his mother’s body and his twin brother created a breach as he forced himself out, therefore he was named Perez, meaning breach.  These were not just another pair of twins born of the illicit act of two careless adults.  For, wonders of wonders, the names of these twin boys were destined to appear in the genealogy of the Messiah!  Perez and Zerah both are there, sons of their father Judah.
Tamar, the seducer, the one who played the harlot is there!  How could this be?  There is a great truth in this – a truth that is part and parcel of God’s plan of salvation.  She is included in the genealogy of the Messiah because of her sin!  


If she had never carried out the sinful scheme resulting in her conception,


she would never have borne children to him.  The children of whom she


was the mother were a continuing link in the golden chain of the royal line


of Christ and made possible the fulfillment of the great prophetic blessing 


given by Jacob to his fourth son, Judah, (Genesis 49:10) “The scepter shall

not depart from Judah nor a lawgiver from between his feet until Shiloh 


come, and unto Him shall the gathering of the people be.”

What is the result of all this?  The continuation of the genealogical line culminating in that most glorious event, the birth of the Messiah!  God’s choice of Tamar a sinner, highlights the purpose for which Jesus came.

Here is the inexplainable conundrum of divine grace.  Her presence in the genealogy speaks loudly of the fact that Jesus came to rescue people like Tamar from their sinful state. In Matthew 9:13 Jesus said, “I am not come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance.”  “For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.”  (Luke 19:10)
The apostle Paul echoed the great truth as he took his place beside a sinful woman named Tamar
and wrote this great testimony – at once hers as well as his:  “This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief. Nevertheless, for this cause I obtained mercy. . .” (I Timothy 1:15)
God made Paul and Tamar and every other sinful son of Adam candidates for His great salvation not because they were good but because they were bad; not because they deserved it but because they needed it!

Thank God - the very fact that Tamar is listed in the genealogy - magnifies the marvelous grace of our loving God that saved a poor sinner like me!
As we turn our thoughts to Rahab the same questions regarding her inclusion in the genealogy of the Messiah are raised.  Why would God allow it?  What Tamar did in seducing Judah was

reprehensible.  She was guilty of committing sordid sexual sin.  In her misdirected and biased thinking, she was completely justified.  Comparing the two there is a difference.  Rahab did not
play the part of a harlot, she was a confirmed recognized professional in the business.
Chapter 2 of Joshua and verse 1 reads, “And they came into a harlot’s house, named Rahab”.  She

made no attempt to disguise it.  Openly and brazenly she practiced prostitution and everybody knew her for what she was.

What an illogical, unseemly, unexplainable anachronism that the name of such an unlikely person would appear in the genealogy of the Lord Jesus Christ. (Matthew 1:1 – 17)  Propriety demands an explanation! There is no question about it being there, but how can it be – what is the explanation?

This is a story of intrigue.  The background of the story records the events leading up to the conquest of the promised land.  Moses had died and Joshua was in command.  The host of Israel was camped on the east side of the Jordan river and preparations were made for the impending invasion of Canaan.  Prior to this, Joshua appointed two of his most dependable and trusted men to the dangerous assignment of spying out the initial military target, the walled city of Jericho.  They were to assess the situation of that city-kingdom as to its defenses, security measures and military readiness in the event of an attack by the forces of Israel.

The leaders of Jericho were not ignorant of the plans and movements of their adversary.  They were well aware of these strange people who had wandered as nomads in the wilderness of Sin for forty years. Now, suddenly, ostensibly at the command of their God,  had turned northward and were at their very borders on the east side of the Jordan river.

They had heard how their deity, called Jehovah (YAHWEH) had dried up the                         
water of the Red Sea and brought them forth out of Egypt.  They  were acquainted                                
with the awesome reports of the total destruction of the kingdom of Og in Bashan                            
and Sihon, king of the Amorities (Numbers 21:33, 34).  This destruction was not

 
attributable to the superior military might and strategy of Israel but solely because                 
their Jehovah God delivered them into their hands.
Knowing the proximity of the danger and the threat of imminent invasion, the hearts of the people of Jericho melted and a pall of fear and foreboding settled over the city.  Every precaution was taken, every entrance into the city was a checkpoint and the whole city was in a state of military alert.

In these circumstances, it was no small feat for the two spies, sent by Joshua, to enter the precincts of the city without being detected.  Their commander-in-chief was a spy-master par excellence having formerly fulfilled the assignment of Moses to go in and “spy out the land”.  (Numbers 13:16)

It had become known to the authorities that the two spies were in the city and


rumor had it that they were hiding out in Rahab’s  house.  Fortunately for the spies

they had reached the harlot’s house just in time to elude the emissaries of the



king who were checking out leads on the whereabouts of the intruders.

The harlot, wise in the ways of the world, with cunning deception admitted that it was so – the spies  had indeed been there.  However, she was unaware of who they were. At the time of the shutting of the gate of the city, when it was dark, they went out.  Feigning a posture of helpfulness, she urged them to “pursue after them quickly”, (Joshua 2:5) for without a doubt they can be apprehended.

Rahab had hidden them under the piles of flax on the roof of her house with such


cunning that a spot check of the house revealed nothing.  The pursuers fanned out over 
the countryside in a manhunt.

Realizing that time was of the essence, Rahab, as soon as the officers were gone, went immediately to the men in their roof-top hiding place and made a proposition that had to do with her ultimate safety and security.  She knew she was in a good bargaining position for she could put their lives in jeopardy by turning them in to the authorities.  She also knew that they had it in their power to save her life in the inevitable blood-letting of the coming invasion.

Therefore, she proposed to them a trade-off. . . . her life for theirs – her safety for 


theirs.   Swear to me that “since I have shown you kindness that ye will also show


kindness unto my father’s house and give me a true token that ye will save us alive.” 



(Joshua 2: 12)


The men answered, “Our life for yours, if ye utter not this our business it shall 


be when the LORD hath given us the land that we will deal kindly and truly with


 thee.”  (Joshua 2:14)

A plan was formulated and agreed upon.  She would help them escape by letting them down by means of a rope from her house on the city’s wall – they would hide three days in the mountains until their pursuers had returned to the city and then go back to their camp across the river.  On her part, she was to hang a scarlet cord in her window as a signal, that, in the forthcoming invasion, she and her family would be safe from the destruction of the city and its inhabitants.

(Joshua 2:15 – 18)

The spies returned and reported to Joshua, “truly the LORD hath delivered into our hands all the land; for even all the inhabitants of the land faint because of us.” (Joshua 2:24)

The invasion was executed according to the strict plan the LORD had given                 
Joshua and in the midst of the carnage that ensued Joshua gave specific orders 


that only Rahab the harlot and her family shall live because she had hidden the
 
the messengers that we sent. (Joshua 6:17)

The happy ending of this bizarre story is written in the 25th verse of the book of Joshua, chapter 6, “And Joshua saved Rahab, the harlot alive and her father’s household, and all that she had; and she dwelled in Israel unto this day, because she hid the messengers whom Joshua sent to spy out Jericho.”
This verse of Joshua 6 provides us with a clue as to why Rahab, the harlot was included in the genealogy of the Messiah.  How perfect and unpredictable are the ways of God!   Because of the heroic action she had taken she became a part of the social life of Israel.  She would meet and marry an Israelitish man whose name was Salmon, a direct descendant of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Judah – the royal lineage!  Rahab, the harlot, was included in the genealogy of the Messiah because she married a man who was a link by blood in that genealogy.

· She married that man because she “dwelt in Israel.”
· She dwelt in Israel because she was saved out of the destruction of Jericho.

· She was saved because of her FAITH. 
· She was included in the genealogy because of her RELATIONSHIP.

Here is a great spiritual truth. We are saved by faith, Ephesians 2:8, “For by grace are ye saved through faith”.  Salvation is of the Lord but there is the human aspect in regard to it, man’s part in salvation, if you please.  The Bible says, “All have sinned and come short of the glory of 

God” (Romans 3:23) and “the soul that sinneth, it shall die.” (Ezekiel 18:20)  Like Rahab sinners are in eternal jeopardy – not the destruction of Jericho, but eternal destruction.

The good news of the gospel is that we can be saved on the same grounds as Rahab – simply by believing. This is the truth expressed by Paul in Acts 16:30 when the Philippian jailer cried out, “What must I do to be saved?”  Paul’s reply was “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved.” (Acts 16:31)
But this is only the beginning!  When one has taken that initial step and has put their faith and trust in Christ as Lord and Savior it means not only to be saved from eternal death, it means that in the doing of it one becomes a member of the family of God, “the church of the first-born who are written in heaven.” (Hebrews 12:23)

As the name of Rahab, undeserving as she was, was written in the Messiah’s genealogy, so, by the grace of God, the name of every believer, though equally undeserving, is inscribed forever in the genealogy of heaven, the Lamb’s Book of Life!
