1  Hebrews 2:9-18  Three Reasons for the Incarnation


Secret Birth (recommended tune: Secret Birth, by Norman Warren, published in Carols for Today.)
Child of the stable's secret birth
The Lord by right of the lords of earth
Let angels sing of a king newborn
The world is weaving a crown of thorn
A crown of thorn for that infant head
Cradled soft in a manger bed.
Infant hands in a mother's hand,
For none but Mary can understand
Whose are the hands and the fingers curled
But his who fashioned and made our world:
And through those hands in the hour of death
Nails shall strike to the wood beneath.
I. Jesus Was Incarnated to Destroy the Works of Satan vv9-15
a. Jesus Experience Suffering to Learn What We Were Like

II. Thou Who Wast Rich Beyond All Splendour 
III. Chip Stam writes: "This hymn was written at a particularly difficult time in the history of the missions to China. Missionaries had been captured by the communist Red Army and released in poor health after over a year of suffering. Others had been captured never to be heard from again. In 1934 the young missionaries John and Betty Stam (my great aunt and uncle) were captured in Anhwei and beheaded . The news of these sorrows had reached the mission's headquarters in Shanghai. Though this was a very dangerous time for both the Chinese Christians and the foreign missionaries, Frank Houghton decided he needed to begin a tour through the country to visit various missionary outposts. While traveling over the mountains of Szechwan, the powerful and comforting words of 2 Corinthians 8:9, "though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor," were transformed into this beautiful Christmas hymn." 
IV. (By the way, I believe 2 Corinthians 8:9 is better translated, "because He was rich, He became poor for your sake, that you through His poverty might become rich." If interested, see my sermon on this verse (text, audio). 
V. (Sung to the tune of a lovely, traditional French carol; click here for a page that includes links to two midi files of part of the hymn; you can also order sheet music from that link. Click here for a lovely a cappella performance of the French version of this carol, "Quelle est cette odeur agréable?") 
VI. Thou who wast rich beyond all splendour,
All for love's sake becamest poor;
Thrones for a manger didst surrender,
Sapphire-paved courts for stable floor.
Thou who wast rich beyond all splendour,
All for love's sake becomes poor.
VII. Thou who art God beyond all praising,
All for love's sake becamest man;
Stooping so low, but sinners raising
Heavenwards by thine eternal plan.
Thou who art God beyond all praising,
All for love's sake becamest man.
VIII. Thou who art love beyond all telling,
Saviour and King, we worship thee.
Emmanuel, within us dwelling,
Make us what thou wouldst have us be.
Thou who art love beyond all telling,
Saviour and King, we worship thee.
IX. -- Frank Houghton (1894-1972) 
X. (Here is the first verse of the copyrighted Jubilate Hymns version, with updated language, published in Carols for Today:)
XI. Lord, you were rich beyond all splendor,
Yet, for love's sake, became so poor.
Leaving your throne in glad surrender
Sapphire-paved courts for stable floor.
Lord, you were rich beyond all splendor,
Yet, for love's sake, became so poor.
XII.  

b.He wanted to deliver us from the bondageof fear of death v15

Illustration: Holy Child (recommended tune: Ruxley, by Brian Hoare, published in Carols for Today)
Holy Child, what gift of grace
From the Father freely willed!
In your infant form we trace
All God's promises fulfilled.
Holy Child, before whose Name.
Powers of darkness faint and fall;
Conquered, death and sin and shame,
Jesus Christ is Lord of all!
1) Protoevangeium verse Genesis 3:15

2) Hark the Herald Angels Sing by Charles Wesley is hardly an unusual carol, but many hymnals leave out the fourth verse. Here it is -- this is so theologically profound, be sure to sing it -- insert it in your bulletin or display it on your overhead!
3) Come, Desire of nations come,
Fix in us Thy humble home;
Rise, the Woman's conquering Seed,
Bruise in us the Serpent's head.
Adam's likeness now efface:
Stamp Thine image in its place;
Second Adam, from above,
Reinstate us in thy love.
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
Glory to the Newborn King.
III.Jesua Was Incarnated to Make Atonement for Our Sins vv. 16-17

Rise Up, Shepherds, and Follow. Traditional words and music. A spiritual quite appropriate to the joyous Christmas season. Follow this link for a midi file of the tune, which I found on this page. Another midi file and score (which requires the fine shareware program Noteworthy Composer) are available at The Cyber Hymnal. The CD "Black Christmas" contains a lovely solo performance of this tune by Thomas Young; unfortunately, that CD is "out of print." 
There's a Savior to see on a Christmas morn
Rise up shepherds and follow.
He will show you the place where the child is born.
Rise up shepherds and follow.
Leave your sheep and leave your lambs.
Rise up shepherds and follow.
Leave your sheep and leave your lambs.
Rise up shepherds and follow.
Follow, follow,
Rise up shepherds and follow.
Hark to the angels of Bethlehem
Rise up shepherds and follow.
 



Shepherds, Rejoice! Words by Isaac Watts (1674-1748), Recommended tune: "Boston," by William Billings (1746-1800) (playing now as a midi file).
Despite starting life as a tanner and never studying music formally, William Billings became a powerful musical force in Boston during the last thirty years of his life. Many consider him to be the first great American composer. Billings' works are full of originality and energy, yet are sadly lacking from most of today's hymnals. A celebration of his 250th birthday took place in Boston in 1996; and another, of the 200th anniversary of his death, took place in September of 2000. 
As was often the case in the 1700's, the tenor line in Billings' score for "Boston" contains the melody; in performance, the melody would be doubled by soprano voices an octave higher. The midi file contains that doubling. Click here for a score of the source for the midi file, complete with words for "Shepherds, Rejoice." (You will need the shareware program Noteworthy Composer to display or print the score.)
You can listen to other clips of Billings' music at this link, which contains music from the CD Land of Pure Delight. Order that CD from Amazon via this link. There is no Christmas music on that CD; some of Billings' Christmas music, including the Boston tune, is collected with other early American Christmas music on the CD An American Christmas, which you can order here. For the original score of "Boston," see The New Oxford Book of Carols; read about this collection on my page with information on books of carols . 
Here are the lyrics. Note that the first two stanzas are spoken by the angel Gabriel:
'Shepherds, rejoice! lift up your eyes 
And send your fears away;
News from the region of the skies: 
Salvation's born today!
Jesus, the God whom angels fear, 
Comes down to dwell with you; 
Today he makes his entrance here, 
But not as monarchs do.
'No gold, nor purple swaddling bands, 
Nor royal shining things; 
A manger for his cradle stands, 
And holds the King of kings. 
Go, shepherds, where the Infant lies, 
And see his humble throne; 
With tears of joy in all your eyes, 
Go, shepherds, kiss the Son.'
Thus Gabriel sang, and straight around 
The heavenly armies throng; 
They tune their harps to lofty sound 
And thus conclude the song: 
'Glory to God that reigns above, 
Let peace surround the earth; 
Mortals shall know their Maker's love 
At their Redeemer's birth.'
Lord! and shall angels have their songs 
And men no tunes to raise? 
O may we lose these useless tongues 
When they forget to praise! 
'Glory to God that reigns above, 
That pitied us forlorn!' 
We join to sing our Maker's love, 
For there's a Saviour born.
Apostle’s Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
    the Maker of heaven and earth,
    and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord:

Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
    born of the virgin Mary,
    suffered under Pontius Pilate,
    was crucified, dead, and buried;

He descended into hell. 
The third day He arose again from the dead;

He ascended into heaven,
    and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
    from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost;
    the holy catholic church;
    the communion of saints;
    the forgiveness of sins;
    the resurrection of the body;
    and the life everlasting.

Amen.


